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Chemicals.—Chemical industries, associated in many phases with the use of
hydro-electric power, have recorded marked growth in Canada in recent years,
Qwing to Canada’s great water power resources and in particular to the fact that
many water powers are situated near tidal waters, thers is an opportunity in this
country for the expansion and establishment of new chemieal mdusiries, FElectric
refining, at first applied to copper only, is now being exiended to all the metals,
and electric current is also employed in their extraction from the ores. The produc-
tion of alumininm, of ¢yanamid, of new refractory materials and of graphite have
already ereated large industries. The fixation of nitrogen with its many subsidiary
industries, such as the manufacture of nitric acid, ammonium nitrate and explosives,
the reduection of magnesium and the production of innumerable ehemical compounds
are now also under commercial development. Noteworthy progress has been made
in the output of ealcium carbide, which can be readily marketed in countries depend-
ent for their domestic manufacture on electrical energy derived from coal. Exports
of this chemical, mainly to the United States, increased in value from $161,000
in 1914 to $1,508,000 in 1927. The development of cheap electrical power has
contributed to the advance of industries using electro-thermic reactions, the intense
heat which it is possible to develop by electrical means being an especially advan-
tageous factor. The manufacture of chemicals during the war period represented
enormous figures, and even in 1925 the outpul reached a total value of $112,906,746.
The products include commodities of such fundamental importance as fertilizers,
calcium carbide, eyanamid, soap, paints, varnishes and wood distillates.

The principal statistics of each of the manufacturing industries of Canada
during 1925 are presented in Table 5.

NoTe.—Preliminary statistics of the manufacturing industries of Canada for
19286, are given by provinces and by industrial groups, as follows:—
Bouumary oF TRE PrivcrPar StamisTics oF THE Manvracrurme InpustrIRS of Cawana, 1926,
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